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accurately preserved; and yet to this day the Chiefs of the
oldest States obtain a sort of religious investiture, upon each
accession, from some representative of the aboriginal races
whose land the Kajpiits took centuries ago. The most impor-
tant States in India are of very modern origin, dating back no
earlier than the first establishment of the English dominion:
but the elder Hindu dynasties, "which lay claim to great
antiquity, seem to lie under the necessity of either attaching
the beginning of their line to that other line which they cut
short, or of carrying the chain of inheritance back, to a
conquering demi-god? or else of quoting a special revelation
in their favour, as when Islam conquers under a divine man-
date. The right is thus asserted in a form acceptable to the
customary apprehension of the people ; nor has any despotism
in Asia ever attempted to do without some such religious
warranty, excepting only the British Government which is
itself a sort of incarnation of inexplicable power* In short,
the whole notion of rights is still so closely tied up with the
religious beliefs that any premature endeavour to sever the
connection would be a very delicate operation.

In all this there is, of course, nothing very new. Religion
has in all countries at one time been the basis of society ; and
the divine right of kings is not a very old stoxy in England*
3Ioralit3r and religion everywhere act and react upon each
other 4 everywhere the slow improvement of the world has pro^
duced dynastio revolutions among gods and kings, and the
traditional beliefs must accommodate themselves to the change
of circumstance. But in India the peculiarity of the situation
is that- very primitive religious beliefs are being unexpectedly
overtaken by an unusually high tide of public morals and
spreading knowledge, which have come upon them, without due
warning; and the nature gods are confronted by penal codes
and modern education in a sudden way that is hardly fair-
They have no time to reform, hardly time to change their cos-
tume ; it is even questionable whether they will easily
man'oextvre their retreat out of the material into the spiritual
world, give up the distribution of material blessings, and faH
back upon future states of existence over which their power